[Constrictive pericarditis as differential diagnosis of hepatic disease].
Constrictive chronic pericarditis in a 13-year-old male patient was previously treated as chronic hepatitis for seven years, with the use of furosemide and spironolactone. Investigation for diagnosis included chest radiography, echo-doppler-cardiography, thoracocentesis with pleural biopsy and computerized tomography of chest, and showed ventricular diastolic restriction due to constrictive chronic pericarditis. After eight weeks of tuberculostatic treatment, the patient was submitted to hemodynamic study that confirmed the diagnosis and a pericardiectomy was performed. Long-term follow-up showed regression of diastolic restriction and decrease of hepatosplenomegaly and of jugular stasis. Tuberculostatic drugs were given for 12 months postoperatively, associated to corticosteroids.